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More told to flee fire 
California’s wealthy Montecito in path 
of billowing smoke, ash. — National, 3A 


Save it, live in it 


Award-winning LR architect Jameson lives 
preservationist passion. — High Profile, 1D 


Printed at Little Rock e December 17, 2017 


ARKANSAS’ NEWSPAPER 


ArkansasOnline.com 


Copyright © 2017, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Inc. 


378 Pages e 35 Sections 


$2.00 


In the news 


E Rahul Gandhi, 47 — 
whose father, grandmother 
and great-grandfather all 
served as prime minister 
of India — took over from 
his mother, Sonia Gandhi, 
as head of the Congress 
party, which has been the 
main opposition party since 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi took power in 2014. 


E Jesse Berube, 32, faces 
one count of burglary after 
police in Citrus Heights, 
Calif., said he tried to break 
into a business by sliding 
down the chimney but be- 
came stuck and had to call 
911 to be extracted. 


E Ruben Kihuen, a first- 
term Democratic U.S. rep- 
resentative for Nevada, 
denied sexual harassment 
allegations made by a for- 
mer campaign aide and a 
lobbyist but said the claims 
would be a distraction, so he 
won't seek re-election. 


E John Alexander, who 
had been forced to resign 
from Australia’s Parliament 
because of a ban on dual 
citizens, won re-election to 
his Sydney-area seat after he 
renounced the British citi- 
zenship he inherited from 
his father. 


E Traci Lynn Martin of 
Kansas City, Mo., called off 
her attempt to kayak around 
all five Great Lakes after 
traveling 3,582 miles and 
completing lakes Superior, 
Huron and Michigan, say- 
ing that ice and consistently 
freezing weather made the 
journey unsafe. 


E Gregory Kennedy, a 
history teacher and coach 
accused of sending inap- 
propriate text messages to 
a student, was fired from 
North Panola High School 
in Mississippi after he was 
charged with enticing a 
child, officials said. 


E Terry Gann, an investi- 
gator with the Yazoo Coun- 
ty, Miss., sheriff’s office, said 
detectives now believe that 
what at first appeared to be 
the scene of a fatal all-ter- 
rain vehicle accident was 
faked, and that a man found 
dead near an overturned 
ATV was likely killed some- 
where else. 


E Jim Boyer, 63, and his 
son, Keith Boyer, 32, face 
theft, corpse abuse and ev- 
idence-tampering charges 
in the suspected overdose 
death of a Middletown, 
Ohio, mother, after officials 
said the men took money 
from the woman and left her 
to die in front of her nine 
children, inspiring police to 
seek donations for the five 
girls and four boys, ages 1-14. 


E Molly Deese, general 
manager of Wild Adventures 
Theme Park in Valdosta, Ga., 
said the park is constantly 
working to improve guest 
experiences, including by 
giving free admission to the 
first 100 people to try roasted 
crickets that will be sold in a 
new insect-themed exhibit. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly cloudy with a 
chance of showers. 


High 56 with 
south winds 5 
mph. 
Tonight Mostly 
cloudy. 
Low 42. 
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Middle Tennessee 35, ASU 30 


Arkansas State quarterback Justice Hansen fights through 
two Middle Tennessee defenders to score a second-quarter 
touchdown Saturday in the Camellia Bowl in Montgomery, 
Complete coverage in Sports, 1C 


Trump lauds tax bill 
as middle-class boon 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump on Sat- 
urday defended the Repub- 
lican tax cut legislation as 
a good deal for the middle 
class. 

“Tt’ll be fantastic for the 
middle-income people and 
for jobs, most of all,” Trump 
told reporters on the White 
House lawn before traveling 
to Camp David, Md., where 
he planned to meet with 
Vice President Mike Pence 
and Treasury Secretary Steve 
Mnouchin. 

“And I will say that be- 


cause of what we’ve done 
with regulation and other 
things, our economy is doing 
fantastically well, but it has 
another big step to go, and it 
can’t take that step unless we 
do the tax bill,” he said. 

The tax overhaul legis- 
lation, which the GOP aims 
to vote on this week, would 
lower taxes on the richest 
Americans. Benefits for 
most other taxpayers would 
be smaller, but Trump called 
the bill a “Christmas present” 
for middle-class Americans, 
saying it would trigger job 
growth and push the econo- 
my beyond its current 3 per- 
cent rate of growth. 


“I think we could go to 4, 
5 or even 6 percent, ultimate- 
ly,” the president said. “We 
are back. We are really going 
to start to rock.” 

The nation last topped 5 
percent growth in 1984. 

The Republican plan is 
the widest-ranging reshap- 
ing of the tax code in three 
decades and is expected to 
add to the nation’s $20 tril- 
lion debt. The tax cuts are 
projected to add $1.46 trillion 
over a decade. 

The bill would offset the 
tax cuts in part by repealing 
an important part of Presi- 
dent Barack Obama’s Patient 

See TAX BILL, Page 12A 
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Remembering a king 


AP/NICOLAE BURCA GIN 


A crowd in Bucharest, Romania, watches Saturday as the coffin of the late Romanian King Mi- 
chael is driven to a patriarchal cathedral. European royals joined the tens of thousands of Roma- 
nians paying their respects during a state funeral for the king, who died Dec. 5 at the age of 96. 


U.S. sees cyberwartfare’s merits 


Successes against ISIS said to encourage future efforts 


DAN LAMOTHE 
THE WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. military’s successful use 
of cyberattacks against the Is- 
lamic State extremist group 
makes the Pentagon likely to 
carry out similar operations 
with greater frequency, ac- 
cording to current and for- 
mer U.S. defense officials. 


The cyberoffensive 
against the Islamic State was 
a first, and it included the 
creation of a unit named Joint 
Task Force Ares. It focused 
on destroying or disrupting 
computer networks used by 
the militant group to recruit 
fighters and communicate in- 
side the organization. Such 
weapons are more commonly 


associated with U.S. intelli- 
gence agencies, but they were 
brought into the open in 2016 
after then-Defense Secretary 
Ashton Carter pressured U.S. 
Cyber Command to become 
more involved in the cam- 
paign to defeat the Islamic 

State. 
The move sparked de- 
See ATTACKS, Page 2A 


NLR vets home 
gets VA blessing 


Passing of inspection allows 
US. funds to flow to facility 


HUNTER FIELD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Arkansas’ new home for 
elderly and disabled veterans 
has cleared its final hurdle, 
freeing the facility to accept 
all payer sources and fill its 
46 remaining beds. 

The U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs last month 
informed the state Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs that 
it had passed an Aug. 4 in- 
spection and could begin bill- 
ing the federal agency for care 
rendered to VA beneficiaries, 
state officials said last week. 

The VA certification signi- 
fies the completion of a pro- 
cess that began in 2012 with 
the closure of the Little Rock 
Veterans Home under a cloud 


of mismanagement, poor liv- 
ing conditions and funding 
shortfalls. 

The state Veterans Home 
at North Little Rock, which 
opened in January, has been 
the opposite of its predeces- 
sor, advocates and state offi- 
cials agree. The 96-bed, $24 
million facility uses a pro- 
gressive model aimed at re- 
ducing the institutionalized 
atmosphere associated with 
traditional nursing homes. 

The final step is filling the 
remaining four cottages with 
veterans, their spouses or el- 
igible dependents. 

“Pm pleased that we 
have cleared the regulatory 
hurdles to begin billing the 
Veterans Administration for 

See HOME, Page 8A 


Ceremony initiates 
warship called LR 


Dignitaries, Arkansans witness debut 


EMMA PETTIT 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A U.S. Navy warship 
named for Arkansas’ capi- 
tal city was ceremonious- 
ly brought to life Saturday, 
transforming the sleek-bod- 
ied vessel into an active mil- 
itary asset. 

On the waterfront in 
Buffalo, NY., the USS Little 
Rock, also known as LCS-9, 
was commissioned beside 
the original USS Little Rock, 
now a 610-foot-long floating 
museum. 


Saturday was the first 
time in the Navy’s history 
that a ship was commis- 
sioned alongside the vessel 
for which it was named. 

First put in service in 1945, 
the elder ship was a light 
cruiser before it was convert- 
ed to a guided-missile cruis- 
er. The ship was decommis- 
sioned in 1976 and became 
part of the Buffalo and Erie 
County Naval and Military 
Park the next year. 

Former Navy Secretary 

See WARSHIP, Page 9A 


FRANK E. LOCKWOOD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

ARLINGTON, Va. — 
Eight days before Christmas, 
holiday wreaths now adorn 
nearly a quarter-million 
grave markers at the nation’s 
most famous military cem- 
etery. 

Tens of thousands of vol- 
unteers helped distribute 
the evergreen ornaments 
on a bitterly cold Saturday 
morning; Northwest Arkan- 
sas companies helped haul 
the balsam fir arrangements 
from Maine to suburban 
Washington, D.C. 

Similar ceremonies 
were planned at 1,400 sites 
around the world, including 
veterans cemeteries in Lit- 
tle Rock, North Little Rock, 
Fort Smith, Fayetteville and 
Birdeye. 

By day’s end, 1,565,355 
wreaths had been placed on 
veterans’ graves, according 
to Wreaths Across America 


spokesman Amber Caron. 

At Arlington, the patriotic 
multitudes who volunteered 
to lay the wreaths filled 
the subway and clogged 
the highway, delaying the 
wreath-carrying convoy by 
nearly 30 minutes. 

After passing through 
security checkpoints, they 
spread out across the 
624-acre burial site, lining 
up behind 65 semitrucks that 
dotted the cemetery. 

It took volunteers just 53 
minutes to unload a Wal- 
Mart trailer parked within 
eyesight of the Pentagon. A 
youth baseball team from 
southern Maryland worked 
nonstop at that truck to 
distribute the cargo: 5,400 
wreaths. 

On a hillside with sweep- 
ing views of the Washington 
Monument, members of the 
Michigan State Society quick- 
ly unpacked a Tyson truck. 

See WREATHS, Page 2A 
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In day’s endeavor, 1.5 million wreaths 


placed to honor fallen 
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Marine Pfc. Brandon Thorn (front, from left), Staff Sgt. Michael Chalambasa and Staff Sgt. Brooke 
Chalambasa participate in a wreath-laying ceremony Saturday to honor fallen service members at 
Little Rock National Cemetery. The event coincided with a ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery 
outside Washington, D.C. 


